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SUBJECT: VISIT TO ATHENS OF JOHN ROUSAKIS, MAYOR OF SAVAN- 
NAH. 

REF: ATHENS 5704 

1 . MAYOR ROUSAKIS CONFIRMED TO EUR/SE THAT HE WILL DEPART 
FOR ATHENS, JUNE 23, HEADING GROUP OF APPROXIMATELY 140 PER- 
SONS FROM SAVANNAH AREA. GROUP WILL SPEND FIRST FIVE DAYS 
OF GREEK TOUR IN ATHENS. 

2. ROUSAKIS INDICATED HE WOULD WELCOME PRIVATE, BRIEF MEET- 
ING WITH EMBASSY OFFICIAL FOR RUNDOWN ON GREEK SITUATION. 
EUR/SE SUGGESTED MAYOR CONTACT DCM MILLS ON ARRIVAL TO 
ARRANGE SUCH A MEETING. MAYOR MADE NO OTHER REQUEST FOR 
ASSISTANCE. 

3. ROUSAKIS MET ON MAY 24 WITH COUNSELOR NIMETZ TO DISCUSS 
US-GREEK RELATIONS. THE COUNSELOR GAVE ROUSAKIS A BRIEF 
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SUMMARY OF OUTSTANDING ISSUES IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN, 
IN PARTICULAR, THE CYPRUS DISPUTE AND THE AEGEAN CONTROVER- 
SY. NIMETZ STRESSED THE ADMINISTRATION'S DESIRE TO HAVE AN 
EVEN HANDED POLICY TOWARD GREECE AND TURKEY, TO IMPROVE OUR 
RELATIONSHIP WITH GREECE, TO MAINTAIN AND IMPROVE OUR RE- 
LATIONSHIP WITH TURKEY AND TO BE ACTIVE IN PROMOTING A 
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SOLUTION TO THE CYPRUS PROBLEM. 

4. MAYOR ROUSAKIS EXPRESSED SOME RESERVATIONS ABOUT THE 
ADMINISTRATION'S RECOMMENDATION TO THE CONGRESS FOR IN- 
CREASED MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO TURKEY. THE COUNSELOR 
STATED THAT IT IS THE ADMINISTRATION'S VIEW THAT TURKEY RE- 
MAINS AN IMPORTANT NATO ALLY AND THAT IT IS IN THE US IN- 
TEREST AND ALSO IN THE INTEREST OF GREECE TO HAVE TURKEY 
TIED TO THE WEST. VANCE 
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